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W"th Donald Trump's return to off"ce as Pres"dent of the Un"ted States on January 20, 2025, s"gn"f"cant 

d"srupt"ons and var"ous cr"ses have emerged "n the "nternat"onal system. Although these developments 

are assoc"ated w"th Trump's leadersh"p, they are actually progress"ng systemat"cally around the world. 

Because there are many countr"es that compete w"th global powers and a"m to become global powers "n 

the future. For th"s reason, all"ances and collaborat"ons formed by med"um-s"zed states have become 

balanc"ng elements aga"nst the global"st powers that have shaped the world order s"nce the Second World 

War. In th"s context, the profound upheavals "n the "nternat"onal arena, and espec"ally "n the M"ddle East 

(such as the October 7 Gaza "nc"dent, Israel's attack on Iran, the weaken"ng of Hezbollah "n Lebanon, 

and the underm"n"ng of the Houth" Movement "n Yemen), have made the format"on of new all"ances "n 

the reg"on a necess"ty. The "nternat"onal system's shap"ng of global and reg"onal developments has 

brought to the forefront a poss"ble tr"lateral all"ance between Pak"stan, Turkey, and Saud" Arab"a. 

Part"cularly the conjunctural developments that have emerged w"th the events "n the M"ddle East stand 

out as one of the most "mportant "ssues. 

The other hand, "t "s noteworthy that after deta"led consultat"ons between the part"es of the 

aforement"oned tr"part"te all"ance, Pres"dent Recep Tayy"p Erdoğan w"ll v"s"t Saud" Arab"a on August 7, 

2026, and the agreements w"ll be s"gned. Because when the relat"ons between Türk"ye and Pak"stan, 

Saud" Arab"a and Pak"stan, or the mutual relat"ons of all three countr"es are cons"dered comprehens"vely, 

th"s all"ance "s of great "mportance "n the context of reg"on, strategy and secur"ty. Of course, the tr"lateral 

all"ance "s not merely a spec"f"c "n"t"at"ve a"med at secur"ty threats "n the M"ddle East.  

Th"s all"ance also a"ms to contr"bute to the struggle of Türk"ye, Pak"stan and Saud" Arab"a aga"nst 

common threats to the Islam"c world and to reshape reg"onal balances. The real quest"on "s whether the 

Mecca Jo"nt Defence Agreement was "mplemented to counter ex"st"ng or future threats "n the Islam"c 

world, or to forge an all"ance s"m"lar to the 1955 Baghdad Pact between Turkey, Pak"stan, and Saud" 

Arab"a. In other words, "t "s necessary to determ"ne whether the countr"es "n quest"on formed th"s all"ance 

out of the"r own needs or out of a need to shape reg"onal balances and all"ances. 

How D&d the Tr&part&te All&ance for the M&ddle East Develop and What Does It Mean? 

The tr"lateral all"ance that has come to the fore between Turkey, Pak"stan, and Saud" Arab"a, w"th the 

complet"on of d"plomat"c consultat"ons and Pres"dent Erdoğan's s"gn"ng of the "Mecca Jo"nt Defense 

Agreement" "n Mecca, "s rem"n"scent of a s"tuat"on s"m"lar to the Baghdad Pact. Th"s "s because the 



establ"shment of such an all"ance "s related to the geopol"t"cal we"ght and "nfluence that each of the three 

countr"es has "n the"r respect"ve reg"ons. For example, "t can be sa"d that Türk"ye "s a s"gn"f"cant power 

"n the M"ddle East, the Caucasus, and even on a global scale. As a NATO member, Turkey has 

cons"derable power "n the m"l"tary and defense "ndustry "n these reg"ons. Pak"stan "s the only nuclear 

power "n the Islam"c world and a key player "n South As"a. It "s also noteworthy that Saud" Arab"a "s the 

econom"c and rel"g"ous center of grav"ty "n the Gulf and the Islam"c world, play"ng a s"gn"f"cant role "n 

reg"onal secur"ty and the stab"l"ty of energy markets. Any rapprochement or establ"shment of a jo"nt 

defense all"ance between Turkey, Pak"stan, and Saud" Arab"a demonstrates that pos"t"ve or negat"ve 

developments "n the reg"onal context can no longer be resolved by each country's own pol"c"es "n terms 

of secur"ty and d"plomacy. In th"s case, "f a reg"onal all"ance s"m"lar to NATO or the Baghdad Pact "s to 

be establ"shed, "t "s "mportant that the member countr"es subsequently adopt harmon"ous pol"c"es "n l"ne 

w"th the"r strateg"c and common "nterests, as a s"ngle bloc. 

Conversely, Saud" Arab"an Crown Pr"nce Mohammed B"n Salman and Pak"stan" Pr"me M"n"ster 

Shahbaz Shar"f s"gned the "Jo"nt Strateg"c Defence Agreement" "n September 2025. Th"s agreement was 

made to "ncrease secur"ty cooperat"on w"th"n the framework of the two countr"es' efforts to ensure peace 

"n the M"ddle East and the world. Pak"stan" Pr"me M"n"ster Shahbaz Shar"f, "n a statement to the Saud" 

Press Agency, emphas"zed that the b"lateral agreement s"gned w"th Saud" Arab"a "a"ms to "mprove 

aspects of defense cooperat"on between the two countr"es and "ncrease jo"nt deterrence aga"nst any 

attack." Accord"ng to th"s b"lateral agreement, any attack on one of the two countr"es w"ll be cons"dered 

an attack on both countr"es. In th"s context, "t can be sa"d that w"th the agreement s"gned between Saud" 

Arab"a and Pak"stan "n September 2025, Pak"stan has become an "mportant secur"ty partner for Saud" 

Arab"a. Because, accord"ng to the Collect"ve Defense Agreement, the clause "an attack on one country 

shall be cons"dered an attack on the other" const"tutes an "mportant l"ne of defense between the two 

countr"es. 

 

In l"ght of the above developments, Pak"stan's M"n"ster of Defence Industr"es, Raza Hayat H"raj, stated 

on January 15, 2026, that Pak"stan had f"nal"zed a draft defence all"ance w"th Turkey and Saud" Arab"a 

after approx"mately one year of negot"at"ons, and that talks were cont"nu"ng to reach a f"nal agreement 

that would pave the way for formal s"gn"ng. H"raj stated that th"s all"ance was d"fferent from the b"lateral 

Jo"nt Defence Agreement that Pak"stan s"gned w"th Saud" Arab"a last year. 

 

Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan stated in a press conference on January 15, 2026, that Ankara was in talks 

with Saudi Arabia and Pakistan to join a defense alliance to be established by the two countries. Fidan 

explained that discussions and negotiations were ongoing between the parties, but no agreement had yet 

been signed. In light of all these developments, Ankara's involvement in such a comprehensive defense 

alliance with Riyadh regionally demonstrates a strategic shift in foreign policy and defense in the Middle 



East equation. This situation will have significant implications for Türkiye's relations with Iran or Arab 

countries. For instance in the long term, there is a possibility that Türkiye could become involved in a 

potential conflict between Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

The Importance of the Türk&ye-Pak&stan-Saud& Arab&a All&ance 

Ankara's relat"ons w"th Islamabad date back to 1947, the year of Pak"stan's found"ng. 

Turkey was among the f"rst countr"es to support and recogn"ze Pak"stan's "ndependence and contr"buted 

to Islamabad's adm"ss"on to the Un"ted Nat"ons. Regardless Pak"stan-Saud" Arab"a relat"ons have 

developed "n parallel on rel"g"ous, pol"t"cal, and secur"ty grounds. Turkey-Saud" Arab"a relat"ons, 

however, have been bu"lt "n a sp"ral of compet"t"on and cooperat"on, s"gn"f"cantly "nfluenced by reg"onal 

changes. Dur"ng the Arab Spr"ng, wh"le Saud" Arab"a pursued pol"c"es aga"nst the Musl"m Brotherhood 

Movement, Türk"ye, Egypt, and other Arab countr"es supported th"s movement. However, all th"s, a 

conjunctural bas"s ex"sts for these countr"es to become all"es "n the context of current reg"onal 

developments. 

From th"s perspect"ve, "t "s necessary to d"st"ngu"sh between the relat"onsh"p between Türk"ye and 

Pak"stan and the relat"onsh"p between Pak"stan and Saud" Arab"a w"th"n the context of the tr"lateral 

all"ance. Because "t can be sa"d that each of the three countr"es has relat"ons w"th each other on d"fferent 

grounds.But, look"ng at the Kashm"r "ssue as an example, "t "s seen that a strateg"c trust env"ronment, 

extend"ng to cooperat"on, has been created between the three countr"es because Ankara and R"yadh have 

supported Islamabad "n all "nternat"onal platforms from the beg"nn"ng. In add"t"on, "t "s poss"ble to 

emphas"ze that the tr"lateral all"ance that Pak"stan has establ"shed w"th Türk"ye , wh"ch has a strong 

defense "ndustry, and Saud" Arab"a, wh"ch has "nfluence both "n terms of "ts econom"c power and "ts 

Musl"m "dent"ty, w"ll be effect"ve on the "nternat"onal stage. Pak"stan attaches spec"al "mportance to "ts 

relat"ons w"th both Türk"ye and Saud" Arab"a. It should be noted that Pak"stan" pol"cymakers can be 

descr"bed as character"z"ng Türk"ye as an effect"ve reg"onal m"l"tary power and Saud" Arab"a as a key 

supporter that can play a lead"ng role "n the reg"on and the Islam"c world. Th"s s"tuat"on necess"tates 

tak"ng "nto account the ongo"ng confl"ct w"th Ind"a over Kashm"r and Israel's expand"ng aggress"ve 

power and "nfluence "n the reg"on after October 7. Therefore, a strateg"c all"ance between Türk"ye, 

Pak"stan, and Saud" Arab"a would create an alternat"ve equat"on "n the M"ddle East to Israel, Ind"a, and 

the Un"ted Arab Em"rates. 

On the other hand, "t "s necessary to remember some d"fferences "n approach that have occurred "n the 

past between the three countr"es. For example, Ankara and Islamabad had completely d"fferent pol"c"es 

dur"ng the Afghan c"v"l war. Because Ankara supported the Northern All"ance wh"le Islamabad 

supported the Afghan Tal"ban. R"yadh followed d"fferent pol"c"es depend"ng on spec"al c"rcumstances. 

However, these d"fferences d"d not turn "nto fundamental d"sagreements and d"d not affect the essence 

of relat"ons between the three countr"es. In other words, these pol"t"cal d"vergences and d"fferences of 



op"n"on rema"ned w"th"n certa"n l"m"ts and d"d not lead to major cr"ses. In l"ght of all the developments 

ment"oned above, Ankara-Islamabad relat"ons have "mproved s"nce 2016, and these relat"ons have been 

further strengthened by the expans"on of jo"nt m"l"tary exerc"ses, the s"gn"ng of defense agreements, and 

Türk"ye's "nvestments "n Pak"stan's "nfrastructure and energy sector. Saud" Arab"a, on the other hand, 

plays a support"ve role "n ma"nta"n"ng econom"c and pol"t"cal stab"l"ty "n Pak"stan. 

The scope and content of the "Mecca Jo"nt Defence Agreement," s"gned on August 7, 2026, by Saud" 

Arab"an Crown Pr"nce Mohammed b"n Salman w"th Pres"dent Erdoğan and Pak"stan Pr"me M"n"ster 

Shar"f at the Safa Palace "n Mecca, are of great reg"onal "mportance. It "s poss"ble to say that the Mecca 

Agreement w"ll create a reg"onal sh"eld by strengthen"ng collect"ve deterrence "n the M"ddle East or the 

Islam"c world. In part"cular, "t can be emphas"zed that the prov"s"on "n the agreement text stat"ng that 

any armed attack aga"nst any member state w"ll be cons"dered an attack aga"nst all members "s a cr"t"cal 

threshold. Therefore, the aforement"oned agreement text declares that "t does not d"rectly target any th"rd 

country, and "ts sole purpose "s to "ncrease collect"ve deterrence and protect reg"onal peace. In th"s 

context, the Mecca Mutual Defence Agreement can be cons"dered a reg"onal m"l"tary and defense 

agreement s"m"lar to NATO or the Baghdad Pact. 

It "s "mportant to underl"ne that the current all"ance talks between Türk"ye, Pak"stan, and Saud" Arab"a 

are not ord"nary, but rather a trans"t"on towards a mult"-d"mens"onal strateg"c partnersh"p w"th"n the 

framework of cooperat"on. Th"s "s because Pak"stan demonstrated "ts support for Baku dur"ng the 44-

day War of Independence between Armen"a and Azerba"jan, show"ng that th"s "s "n l"ne w"th Türk"ye, 

Regardless "t "s worth not"ng that Pak"stan's strateg"es have also had an "mpact on the agreements 

between Saud" Arab"a and Türk"ye on many reg"onal "ssues. It can be sa"d that the approchement and 

cooperat"on opportun"t"es "n the relat"ons between Türk"ye, Pak"stan, and Saud" Arab"a are actually 

stronger than the d"ff"cult"es that could prevent the establ"shment of a tr"lateral all"ance. 

When evaluated w"th"n the context of reg"onal developments, "t "s necessary to emphas"ze that the 

confl"ct between Ind"a and Pak"stan, Israel's v"olent attacks on Gaza, the escalat"ng tens"on aga"nst Iran 

s"nce February 28, the power r"valry between R"yadh and Abu Dhab" "n Yemen, and Tel Av"v's ongo"ng 

"ntervent"ons "n Syr"a have accelerated the rapprochement of these three countr"es. In add"t"on, when 

the strengthen"ng cooperat"on between Ind"a and Israel "s added, "t v"rtually compels Ankara, R"yadh, 

and Islamabad to form a common all"ance to protect reg"onal secur"ty balance and stab"l"ty "n order to 

combat threats "n the M"ddle East under the "Mecca Jo"nt Defense Agreement." On the other hand, "t "s 

also necessary to remember some d"fferences "n approach that have ex"sted between the three countr"es 

"n the past. For example, Ankara and Islamabad had completely d"fferent pol"c"es dur"ng the Afghan 

c"v"l war. Ankara supported the Northern All"ance wh"le Islamabad supported the Afghan Tal"ban. 

R"yadh pursued d"fferent pol"c"es depend"ng on spec"f"c c"rcumstances. However, these d"fferences d"d 

not turn "nto fundamental d"sagreements and d"d not affect the essence of relat"ons between the three 



countr"es. In other words, these pol"t"cal d"vergences and d"fferences of op"n"on rema"ned w"th"n certa"n 

l"m"ts and d"d not lead to major cr"ses. In l"ght of all the developments ment"oned above, Ankara-

Islamabad relat"ons have "mproved s"nce 2016, and these relat"ons have been further strengthened by 

the expans"on of jo"nt m"l"tary exerc"ses, the s"gn"ng of defense agreements, and Türk"ye's "nvestments 

"n Pak"stan's "nfrastructure and energy sector. Saud" Arab"a, on the other hand, plays a support"ve role 

"n ma"nta"n"ng econom"c and pol"t"cal stab"l"ty "n Pak"stan. 

The scope and content of the "Mecca Jo"nt Defence Agreement," s"gned on August 7, 2026, by Saud" 

Arab"an Crown Pr"nce Mohammed b"n Salman w"th Pres"dent Erdoğan and Pak"stan" Pr"me M"n"ster 

Shar"f at the Safa Palace "n Mecca, are of great reg"onal "mportance. It "s poss"ble to say that the Mecca 

Agreement w"ll create a reg"onal sh"eld by strengthen"ng collect"ve deterrence "n the M"ddle East or the 

Islam"c world. It can be emphas"zed that the prov"s"on "n the agreement text stat"ng that any armed attack 

aga"nst any member state w"ll be cons"dered an attack aga"nst all members "s a cr"t"cal threshold. 

Therefore, the aforement"oned agreement text declares that "t does not d"rectly target any th"rd country, 

and "ts sole purpose "s to "ncrease collect"ve deterrence and protect reg"onal peace. In th"s context, the 

Mecca Mutual Defence Agreement can be cons"dered a reg"onal m"l"tary and defense agreement s"m"lar 

to NATO or the Baghdad Pact. 

 

When evaluated w"th"n the context of reg"onal developments, "t "s necessary to emphas"ze that the 

confl"ct between Ind"a and Pak"stan, Israel's v"olent attacks on Gaza, the escalat"ng tens"on aga"nst Iran 

s"nce February 28, the power r"valry between R"yadh and Abu Dhab" "n Yemen, and Tel Av"v's ongo"ng 

"ntervent"ons "n Syr"a have accelerated the rapprochement of these three countr"es. In add"t"on, when 

the strengthen"ng cooperat"on between Ind"a and Israel "s added, "t v"rtually compels Ankara, R"yadh, 



and Islamabad to form a common all"ance under the "Mecca Jo"nt Defense Agreement" to combat threats 

"n the M"ddle East and ma"nta"n reg"onal secur"ty balance and stab"l"ty. 

Overall Assessment 

W"th the Trump era, the "nternat"onal system has entered an age of all"ances, and as a result of the rap"d 

changes "n the M"ddle East and the world, the establ"shment of an Islam"c all"ance, led by countr"es such 

as Türk"ye, Pak"stan, and Saud" Arab"a, along w"th the Mecca Jo"nt Defense Agreement, "s of ser"ous 

"mportance. From another perspect"ve, a"m"ng to transform the long-stand"ng cooperat"on between 

Ankara and Islamabad, and R"yadh and Islamabad, "nto a defense all"ance has a h"gh probab"l"ty of 

success "n the short and med"um term. It "s openly ava"lable that there are advanced d"scuss"ons between 

Turkey and Pak"stan regard"ng defense "ndustry and f"ghter jets, unmanned aer"al veh"cles, and 

technology exchange, "nclud"ng exper"ence shar"ng. Pak"stan's share "n Turk"sh defense "ndustry exports 

"s 10%. 

The s"gn"ng of the Mecca Jo"nt Defense Agreement could offer deterrence and collect"ve defense 

capab"l"t"es "n "mportant "ssues concern"ng the M"ddle East, part"cularly Palest"ne and Kashm"r, or 

espec"ally the Islam"c world. In l"ght of all these developments, the aforement"oned agreement "s a 

reg"onal defense sh"eld rather than a “Sunn" ax"s” as Israel cla"ms. Pres"dent Erdoğan's statement 

regard"ng the agreement, emphas"z"ng that "t aff"rms the r"ght to self-defense as def"ned "n Art"cle 51 of 

the Un"ted Nat"ons Charter, that "t does not target any country, and that "t "s open to the part"c"pat"on of 

all brotherly countr"es a"m"ng for the peace, prosper"ty, and stab"l"ty of our reg"on, "s an "mportant 

message. It "s h"ghly l"kely that th"s agreement w"ll expand "n the com"ng per"od w"th the part"c"pat"on 

of Egypt, Qatar, Syr"a, Bahra"n, and Kuwa"t.  

In summary, rather than focus"ng on whether the Mecca Jo"nt Defense Agreement s"gned between 

Turkey, Pak"stan, and Saud" Arab"a w"ll be effect"ve, attent"on should be pa"d to how these countr"es 

w"ll proceed w"th the all"ance "n the near future "n reg"onal cr"ses (Gaza, Syr"a, Lebanon, and Yemen). 

Because the extent to wh"ch the countr"es w"th"n the all"ance w"ll adhere to the terms of the agreement 

w"ll become clear over t"me. Currently, however, there are some unanswered quest"ons. It "s not yet clear 

whether jo"nt act"on w"ll only be taken "n the event of attacks from states, or whether jo"nt act"on w"ll 

also be taken "n the event of threats from non-state armed groups, m"l"t"as, or terror"st organ"zat"ons "n 

any country. For example, the Houth"s "n Yemen and the Iran"an-backed Sh"a m"l"t"a forces "n Iraq 

occas"onally target Saud" Arab"a. In such a s"tuat"on, "t "s unclear whether th"s agreement w"ll be 

"mplemented. It currently seems more l"kely that the answers to these quest"ons w"ll be g"ven through 

the developments "n the reg"on "n the com"ng per"od.  


